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MISSION 

El Paso County 

Parks Nature  

Centers connect 

people to their 

natural and 

cultural resources 

and inspire them to 

become stewards 

for the parks and 

our environment.  

I f you’ve been visiting Fountain Creek Nature Center for years, you may recall 

that in the past there were once logs at the surface of the Nature Center pond 

that turtles loved to climb out on. These logs were a 

perfect place for our reptilian residents to soak up 

the sun’s warmth while being able to watch all 

around for predators. Time, freezing and thawing, 

wind, becoming waterlogged, and perhaps the 

weight of  the turtles themselves eventually made 

the logs sink or float away. Gone were the turtle 

tanning stations and gone was the best way for park 

visitors to view and enjoy turtles in the Cattail 

Marsh Wildlife Area. 

Luckily, Tyler Blixt came in to discuss possible 

projects he could do for us. Tyler was a Life Scout 

in Troop 110 working to obtain his Eagle rank. He 

wanted to lead a project that would benefit both the 

wildlife that lives in the park and the people that 

visit. Designing, building, and installing turtle rafts 

that would not sink or float away was the perfect 

project for him, us, and the turtles.  

Tyler installed two rafts in November. We 

patiently waited through winter while the turtles 

brumated at the bottom of the pond. When spring 

arrived, the turtles awoke to new floating islands. 

Soon one turtle braved 

the climb up, then 

another. Now, our record 

is thirteen turtles on a raft at once!  

Hundreds of students on field trips and Nature Center 

visitors have been delighted by the turtles antics this 

spring. We’ve even seen ducks and geese take a snooze 

on the rafts. Thank you ,Tyler, for this turtle-rific project! 

One raft can easily be seen 
from the Nature Center. 

Turtles take a care-free 

snooze on a raft. 

Turtle Raft Service Project is a Hit! 
by Jessica Miller 

Tyler walks a raft into the pond. 

Three common snapping turtles 

weigh down an old log as they 

bask in the sun in 2019. 
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B ear Creek Nature Center celebrated the season three ways this year- with an 
Egg Dyeing with Natural Dyes Workshop, Nighttime EGGstravaganza Glow-

in-the-Dark Egg Hunt at Fox Run Regional Park, and our traditional Chocolate 
Bunny Egg Hunt. In total, these festive events served 900 community members, 
giving them fun and EGGducational opportunities to mark the season! 

F ountain Creek Nature Center hosted it’s own Chocolate 
Bunny Egg Hunt with trivia, jokes, and a lagomorph lesson. 

After the egg hunt, kids received their chocolate rabbit and had 
the chance to make a rabbit puppet and pet real live rabbits! 
Thank you to Fountain Farmers 4H for bringing so many 
adorable bunnies for everyone to see, touch, and learn about.  

EGGciting Seasonal HOPPenings with 

the Nature Centers!  By Mary Jo Lewis and Jessica Miller 

Pikes Peak Birding and Nature Festival 
by Risë Foster-Bruder & Jessica Miller 

O ver two years of planning went into the first Pikes Peak Birding & Nature 
Festival in May 2015. For the first few festivals, events began on Friday 

evening and there were only a few Sunday morning field trips. Fast forward to 
2022 – Friday is a full day of events, Saturday activities 
begin at 6:00 am and finish over 12 hours later, and Sunday 
morning has many trips. We even added “bonus birding” on 
Thursday afternoon this year.  

May is spring migration along the Front Range in Colorado. 
Highly qualified and knowledgeable festival leaders take 
registrants to birding hotspots. Nearly 240 birds have been 

seen during past festivals. A highlight 
this year was a red-bellied woodpecker 
heard at Clear Spring Ranch!   

Along with great field trips, there is a variety of workshops 
and seminars both in-person and virtual. Saturday’s “Birds & 
Brews” is a festival favorite; with free food and beer, live 
music, and door prizes, it is a fun time. This year, 240 people 
registered, the highest number ever. Hopefully you were one 
of them and if not, plan on attending the 2023 festival. 

The first White Ibis 
(right) recorded in El 
Paso County was here 
all festival weekend! 

Clockwise from left: a glowing egg and glowing family at Fox Run. 

Natural Egg Dyeing, live bunnies to pet,  and the Bunny Guide  

A Lazuli Bunting caught 
at the Chico Basin 

Ranch banding station 



 

W hen Sherry arrived from Chicago last year, she envisioned starting a 
crystal, gemstone and fossil business. With this newfound career, she 

anticipated more freedom to explore the outdoors and travel, two of her passions. 

Professionally, she has degrees in medical laboratory science and health sciences. 
Her work experience includes restaurant management, clinical and research 
laboratory science and teaching. Growing up in the woods near beautiful 
Sturgeon Bay, Wisconsin, not far from Lake Michigan, she was immersed in the 
outdoors. 

Volunteering is important to Sherry because she enjoys giving back to the 
community and instilling a connection to nature in people of all ages. She is 
eager to lead school field trips, simply for the joy of seeing children having as 
much fun as she does while learning about nature. 

Recently, her first opportunity to assist with a special event was at the “Night-
time Eggstravaganza at Fox Run”.  She remembers, “It was a night with beautiful 
scenery under a bright moon.  I monitored an egg station in the woods, hid eggs, and watched kids scamper 
around finding glowing eggs in the dark.”  One day while working the information desk, she invited a group of 
visitors to touch pelts and bones of various animals.  “It was rewarding to see their faces light up when using 
their sense of touch.” 
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Volunteer Highlight: Sherry Wilber- A Passion for 

Connecting to Nature by Paula Megorden, Volunteer Consultant 

P lease welcome new volunteers who are joining our team of exceptional volunteers. They are Kelly Ann 
Blanchard, Magdalena Lowery, Arun Ranade, and Blake Reher.  

The afternoon was cold and blustery for the Annual 
Interpretive Volunteer Appreciation, but volunteers 
were warmed by friends, fun and recognition for 
achievements during 2022. Peppergrass provided 
musical entertainment and delicious sandwiches from 
Colonel Mustard’s Sandwich Emporium were enjoyed. 
Thank you to all our amazing volunteers. 

Volunteers are invited to a special program opportunity 
at Bear Creek Nature Center later this summer: Classic 
Colorado Hikes: Lakes, Loop, and High Ridge 
Traverses on Tuesday, August 2, 6:30 p.m. Contact 
Mary Jo or Paula to RSVP. 

You are welcome to shadow other scheduled 
programs. Contact the nature center staff for dates and 
times. 

Become a Volunteer- 
Anyone interested in becoming a volunteer, please contact the Volunteer Consultant at 
bcfcvolunteers@gmail.com or either nature center.  

Volunteer Corner by Paula Megorden 

The Annual Interpretive Volunteer Appreciation honors the 

achievements of  Friends of El Paso County Nature Centers 

docents for the previous year. 

Volunteer Sherry is always eager 

to help staff, chat with visitors, 

and show you a smile! 

mailto:bcfcvolunteers@gmail.com


W e would like to welcome Ryan Dorough to our team as the new 

Recreation Program Planner. Ryan earned his B.A. in 

Recreation Administration from California State Polytechnic 

University, Humboldt in Northern California. After his undergraduate 

work, he worked in the outdoor education industry as an outdoor 

educator and has been involved with various types of programs 

including residential summer camps, day camps, outdoor trip leading 

and guiding services, naturalist programs, and conference and retreat 

programs. His career has taken him across the United States and has 

worked in four different states including California, Illinois, Texas, and 

finally here in Colorado. After working in the recreation industry for 

more than twelve years, he received his M.S. degree in Recreation and 

Leisure Services from Texas State University in San Marcos, Texas. In 

this position, Ryan will be assisting with Rainbow Falls Historic Site 

and the Paint Mines Interpretive site, and working on special events all 

around the County Parks including a Kite Festival, Concerts in the Park, 

Archery Camps, Cornhole and Ladder ball Tournaments, and more. Be 

sure to welcome Ryan next time you see him!  

El Paso County Nature Centers love to teach about all of nature’s gifts, big and 

small. To experience that which is small in a BIG way is a special gift and that 

is exactly what a recent microscopes grant from the Broadmoor Community 

Church allows us to do!  

Bear Creek and Fountain Creek Nature Centers purchased eight 7” Koolertron 

digital microscopes with these generous grant funds that we will use during 

educational programming and outreach events. These small-but-mighty video 

microscopes pack a magnification punch and are extremely easy to use, making 

them a great addition to our educational toolbox.  

Recently during a Kids’ Night Out at Bear Creek Nature Center, children ages 6

-11 were able to put the microscopes to use while magnifying and carefully 

observing a variety of items. This hands-on investigative activity drew excited 

“Wows!” from the group, demonstrating that these small tools have a large 

scope of impact! Thank you to Broadmoor Community Church for helping us 

connect and inspire! 

Portable Microscopes Help Magnify Our Teaching 
Opportunities by Mary Jo Lewis  

Welcome to the new Recreation Program Planner! 
by Theresa Odello  
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Ryan Dorough, Recreation 
Program Planner, weasels his way 
into outdoor fun. 

The microscopes are perfect 
for studying pond life 



W elcome Victoria Dinkel, Interpretive Program 

Coordinator at Fountain Creek Nature Center.  

Victoria is a Colorado native. Born and raised in 

Littleton, Colorado, she grew up loving the outdoors 

while camping and hiking with her family. She 

attended college at Western Colorado University 

where she earned a degree in Recreation and Outdoor 

Education with a minor in biology. 

Before coming to El Paso County Nature Centers, 

Victoria had a variety of work experience that 

included working as a Cave Guide at Glenwood 

Caverns Adventure Park, lift operator at Crested 

Butted Ski Resort, and day camp instructor for Avid 4 

Adventure. 

Last summer, Victoria was hired as a Seasonal 

Interpreter at Bear Creek Nature Center, where she 

became a valuable member of our team.  Fortunately, 

just as her season ended at Bear Creek, we had a full-

time opening here at Fountain Creek. 

When Victoria is not working, she enjoys art, 

painting, cooking and listening to true crime podcasts.  

Her favorite animal is the sea turtle, and she has even 

had the opportunity to swim with sea turtles while on 

a trip to Akumal Beach in Mexico. In fact, she loves 

sea turtles so much that sometimes her friends call her 

Victurtle. 

A  “beary” warm welcome to Kylee Meyer! 

Hailing from Maxwell, Nebraska Kylee brings a 

lot of experience working in environmental education 

in small communities. Although her original goal 

after graduation was to work for the National Park 

Service, she has found working in smaller agencies a 

better fit for her. Helping people connect with nature 

and making connections with people are great joys for 

her. So far, Spring Break Camp has been the most 

exciting thing for Kylee in her new job. Although it 

happened during only her second week here, she feels 

it gave her a clear picture of what we do at our nature 

centers. The field trips and preschool programs have 

helped her grow with working with the younger set. 

She’s loved seeing the world through children’s eyes!  

Be sure to ask Kylee about Iceland. She loves to 

travel, and it was her favorite spot (so far). You can 

also send her your favorite trails so she can spend her 

free time hiking – one of her favorite pastimes. And 

just so you know, she won’t be Kylee Meyer for long 

– she’s marrying Seth Taylor at the end of May. 

Congratulations, soon to be Mrs. Taylor! 

Victoria Dinkel 

Introducing New Interpretive Program Coordinators! 
by Andy Talley and Brenda McCreight 
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Kylee Myer  
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“K ites rise highest against the wind, not with it,” – Winston Churchill. 
With all this crazy weather comes amazing opportunities for 

different kinds of activities. As opportunists, we take what we are given and 
turn it into something amazing. Mother nature has gifted us the presence of 
her blows this spring season and in return, we present to the community the 

first annual Kite and Wind Festival at Falcon Regional Park. On June 18th 
we invite everyone to come out and celebrate the gift of wind and fill the sky with color.  

Many people have started their spring journey by 

taking a trip out to Paint Mines Interpretive Park. 
Our two amazing interpreters are now at the park 
every weekend and have already encountered more 

than 3549 people at the park. Want to know more 
about what makes all the beautiful colors in the 
rocks at Paint Mines? One of our interpreters is a 

geologist and is extremely passionate about the 
formations and telling you everything there is to 
know about them. Starting in June, our interpreters 
will be starting biweekly guided hikes where all 

your wonderings about the park can be answered.  

With all these beautiful things happening in eastern El 
Paso County and everyone making their way through 

the area, we thought it was time that the town of Falcon 
deserved some of our attention. At this year’s Great 
American Cleanup, a crew of 25 volunteers came out to 

give the town a well needed face lift. The volunteers 
filled an entire dump truck and 40 bags of trash with 
litter that had blown across the town.  

Seasons know no boundaries, and on the other side of 
the county, spring is in full swing as well. On May 28th 
about 100 people came out to the Bear Creek Archery 

Range to receive a free introduction to archery taught by 
instructors from Archery School of the Rockies.  

Recreation Round-Up by Ryan Dorough 

Trash collected at the Great American Cleanup in 

Falcon fills a dump truck to the brim 

Families learn a new skill at Free Archery Day at  the 

Bear Creek Archery Range 

The rock formations at Paint Mines 

Interpretive Park inspire hikers 

Scan the QR code 

for a link to Paint 

Mines Hike info 

and registration. 
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W e know it’s spring when we see new buds, but does nature know it’s 

spring when we all start sneezing? Sneezing or not, what a fun time 

to be outside! One of the buds that signals spring is the sand lily 

(Leucocrinum montanum). This sand lily was found in the middle of the trail 

at Bear Creek, not the most hospitable place, but it was thriving. 

 

As the only species in its genus, it’s pretty unique! This beautiful white 

flower is an exceptionally hardy species, often found in dry, sandy soil with 

lots of direct sunlight. Its taproot stretches deep into the ground, slurping up 

all the water it can from the surrounding area. To continue conserving water 

in these rough conditions, it is also stemless and very close to the ground. 

Early spring flowers like the sand lily and prairie crocus are an important 

food source for all the animals and insects waking up after winter so 

remember to take pictures, not the plant!  

Fountain Creek Happenings  
by Victoria Dinkel 

Bear Creek Sightings by Kylee Meyer 

O n my very first day here at Fountain Creek, I was lucky 
enough to catch a glimpse of not one but two birds of prey 

in action. While out on the trail, learning about our wetland 
environment, our group watched a Great Horned Owl swoop 
down into ‘The Magic Woods’ of Siberian elm to catch a snake. 
Although these animals are typically nocturnal, meaning they 
hunt at night, they will occasionally change their hunting patterns 
to accommodate nutritional needs. Recent sightings of owlets 
poking their heads out of a nearby nest may explain this midday 
activity.  

Only a few 
minutes later, we 
spotted a Red-

Tailed Hawk feeding on another snake right on the edge of the 
trail! Unlike the owl, Red Tailed Hawks are diurnal and 
normally hunt during the day. Perched in tall cottonwoods or 
soaring high above the meadows, these hawks use their keen 
eyesight to locate a small mammal or reptile to descend on. 
The role these birds of prey fill within the food web by 
managing population numbers and biodiversity make them 
important keystone species. With such an eventful first day, I 
am looking forward to all the sightings to come.   

Owls are early nesters, laying eggs in February 
or March. This makes their nests easy to see 

before trees leaf out. Photo by Cindy Moroow  

Sand Lilies love  Bear Creek’s 

foothills. 

Owlets looks more like Muppets than apex 

predators. Photo by Cindy Morrow 



 

Active Adults: Wildflower Photography 
Workshop  Saturday, June 11, 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Children’s Mindfulness Series  
Saturdays, July 9, 16, & 23, 9:00 a.m.-11:00 a.m. 

Active Adults: 50 Species Challenge  
Saturday, July 16, 10:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 

Bear Creek A’Buzz: Annual Honey Harvest & 
Pollinator Celebration Day  
Saturday, August 27, 10:00 a.m.- 2:00 p.m. 

Classic Colorado Hikes: Lakes, Loops, and High 
Ridge Traverses Tuesday, August 2, 6:30 p.m 

Sustainability Series: Pickling & Water Bath 
Canning Wednesday, July 20, 6:00 p.m.-8:00 p.m. 
 
 
 

Evening Bat Quest 
Saturday, June 25, 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
 

Firefly Night Hike & Celebration 
Friday, July 8, 7:30 - 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday, July 9, 8:00 - 9:30 p.m. 
 

Active Adults: Native Pollinator Lecture & Hike 
Saturday, July 23, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 

Insect Songs 
Saturday, July 30, 9:00 - 11:00 a.m. 
 

Monarch Magic 
Saturday, August 20, 10:00 - 11:30 a.m. 
 

Find us at the El Paso County Fair! 
Friday and Saturday, July 22 & 23,  
11:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Summer Nature Program Highlights 

Rick Flores is a nature center volunteer who keeps us 
laughing with his nature observations. 

 

Kite and Wind Festival  

Saturday, June 18, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Santa Fe Open Space Sunset Photography 

Workshop Saturday, July 23, 6:00 - 8:00 p.m. 
 

Cornhole and Ladderball Tournament 

Saturday, August 27, 10:00 a.m. 
 

Night Sky & Milky Way Photography Workshops 

at the Paint Mines  

Three overnight Programs in June and July 
 

Archery Camps at Bear Creek Regional Park 

Multiple three-day camps through July 

Partners in the Parks  
for EPC Nature Centers                    

www.elpasocountynaturecenters.com 

Summer Recreation Highlights Rick’s Cartoon 


